BT 326
 KEY ACCOUNTING POLICY ISSUES FOR THE MODERN, GLOBAL CORPORATION

COURSE OUTLINE
Spring 2008 

Instructor:  Bill N. Schwartz, Ph.D., CPA- Distinguished Affiliate Professor of Accounting
Office: Room 422A Babbio, 201-216-5542, bschwart@stevens.edu

Course Description:

This course is intended to give you a greater appreciation and understanding of whom accountants are, what they do, how they do it, and how the issues they encounter can affect others. Therefore, students will participate in discussions with experts from a myriad of backgrounds on current, relevant topics relating to accounting issues in the modern, global corporation and to give students a greater understanding of the accountant’s role. Guests will speak for about 45 minutes and the remaining 45 minutes will be a question-and-answer session which will be intended to encourage a lively exchange of ideas.

Prerequisites:
Therefore, the course is geared toward users of accounting information who have a fundamental understanding of accounting principles and practices

1. Junior Senior standing
2. Grade of “B” or better in BT 115 and BT 215 or consent of instructor

Course Logistics:

Course will meet on Wednesday each week, from approximately 10:00 -12:20, broken into four parts

1. meeting with instructor to discuss pertinent readings for the topic of the day and prepare for the presentation.

2. speaker presentation.

3. question-and-answer session

4. luncheon and further discussion.

Selected students would lunch with the speaker after the presentation along with a few faculty members and/or administrators, trying to limit the size of the group so there can be meaningful dialogue. Each student would be guaranteed at least one luncheon with selection dependent on their interests and a matching process I would do with your assistance. I will have a signup sheet to start the selection process.
Grading:
Attendance   
20% 
Participation

20
Reflections   
30
Term paper  

30
A= 85%
B= 75%
C= 60%
D= 50%
F= below 50%
1. Attendance
We will take attendance each session. Physical presence is critical for this class.

2. Active participation in class discussions
This class will be dependent on full and active participation in the learning process. Students must prepare questions for the speaker beforehand, based on assigned readings and the student’s individual initiative in examining the speaker’s employer, and the topic over and above the assigned readings. Students will turn in at least three (3) well-developed questions to the instructor during the initial portion of the class.

3. Speakers. You will find biographies for each on WEBCt,
January 16 – Introduction

January 23 – Bernard J. Milano, President KMPG Foundation



“Who Are Accountants Anyway?”

January 30 -
David Reilly, staff writer on accounting issues for the Wall



 Street Journal


“Accounting Shenanigans, Ethics and Other Misdeeds: An 



Impartial View from ‘The Street’. “

February 6 – Bruce Winters, senior manager for Price Waterhouse Coopers


“How CPAs and Corporate America Uses IT: Are the 



Accountants Really ‘High Tech’?”
February 13 – Brian Kinman, partner for Price Waterhouse Coopers, 



“Sarbanes-Oxley, what is it and is it working?”
February 20 - Vlasta Moravkova, Senior Manager, Ernst & Young



“Corporate Fraud and Financial Reporting.” 
February 27 –Harvey Poniachek, McGladrey-Pullen
March 5 -
Karen Hirtler-Garvey, Principal, Real Estate Venture. “What 


Boards of Directors Do and Don’t Do with Accounting 


Information.”

March 12 – Greg Nelson, Vice President, Accounting Operations and 



Financial Reporting – IBM, “Is the world moving toward one 


set of accounting rules?” 
March 26 –  Hector Erezuma and Barbara Heimburger, “Earnings 



Quality and the Inpact of Tax Policy on Accounting 



Information”
April 2 -
Edward Z. Emmer, Executive Managing Director, Equity 


Research, Standard and Poors, “How analysts use accounting 


information.” 
April 9 -
Dr. Martin Freedman, Editor, Advances in Environmental 


Accounting and Management. “Are Companies Accounting for 


Their Impact on our Environment?”

April 16-
Mr. Alfred Sloan, senior editor, Fortune Magazine
4. “Reflections” prepared after each session
Webster’s Dictionary says to ‘reflect’ is to “. . . think, ponder or meditate.”
Students must reflect on the session and write a one-page statement on their thoughts. It must not be a summary. I want you to take the subject matter and relate it to your future plans, your ideas and your experiences. 

Reflections are due by 9:00a.m. on Thursday following the session. Send them to me by email. I will not accept late reflections for any reason whatsoever. Believe it. 

4. Term paper 
Students will complete a 10-20 page term paper (Reference and footnote pages are in addition to the 10-20 pages) relating to a topic from the series. Papers must be double-spaced in Times New Roman (12 font) or something similar with 1” margins. 
Deadline for topic to be approved (I encourage you to start it earlier) - 
Thursday, April 3 at 11:00 a.m.
Deadline for paper - Friday, April 25 at 11:00 a.m.
5. Mid-term Exam (possible)

I have not decided whether we will have a mid-term. Your active participation and appearance of a positive learning experience in part will impact the decision. Students will have adequate notice if I decide to give a mid-term.
Other:
Use of Laptops: Using your laptop during class for reasons that do not relate to the course is rude and disrespectful to me and your classmates. Therefore, use of laptops during class is strictly prohibited without my express consent. Failure to follow this course requirement will result in very severe penalties. I will follow a zero tolerance policy. Believe it.

Use of Cell Phones, IPods etc.: Use of any device of this nature is strictly prohibited.  Again, I will follow a zero tolerance policy. Believe it.

Students with Disabilities: If you have a disability that may require assistance or accommodations, or if you have questions related to any accommodation for testing, note takers, readers, etc., please speak to me as soon as possible.  Students also may call Disabled Student Services for additional information about services available at Kean.

When a class is canceled due to inclement weather, scheduled assignments, quizzes, papers or tests are rescheduled for the next time the class meets.
Academic Integrity
The following statement is printed in the Stevens Graduate Catalog and applies to all students taking Stevens courses, on and off campus:

Consequences of academic impropriety are severe, ranging from receiving an “F” in a course, to a warning from the Dean of the Graduate School, which becomes a part of the permanent student record, to expulsion.

Reference:  The Graduate Student Handbook, Academic Year 2003-2004 Stevens Institute of Technology, page 10.

Consistent with the above statements, all reflections, the term paper and exams that are designated as individual assignments must contain the following signed statement before they can be accepted for grading:

I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this assignment/examination. I further pledge that I have not copied any material from a book, article, the Internet or any other source except where I have expressly cited the source.

Signature ________________



Date: _____________
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